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words: " When I consider Thy heavens, the work of
Thy fingers, the moon and the stars which Thou hast
ordained, what is man that Thou art mindful of him,
and the son of man that Thou visitest him ?" I need
not say what vastly increased force the subsequent
discoveries of science have lent to those old words
of David. These countless stars we now think of as
suns analogous to our own sun, lighting up it may
be, and from analogy it seems likely to be, planets
circulating around them, those planets again, it may
be, tenanted by tribes of living things, the forms of
which, if such there be, we can never know. Surely,
any one of us might easily imagine, it is absurd
to suppose that the Governor of these countless
worlds can pay any individual attention to such an
insignificant being as myself.

But why should it be thought absurd ? Is it not
that in attempting to escape from the limitations
which belong to our primary conceptions of person-
ality in one direction, and to enlarge our ideas of the
term as applied to the Supreme Being, our anthropo-
morphism besets us still, and we fail to conceive of a
power as belonging to Him which we do not our-
selves possess, or at most possess only in a very
imperfect rudimentary form? We ourselves, as a
rule, think of one thing at a time, though our
thoughts may pass with great rapidity from, one
subject to another and back again. That they can